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1832. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  December  14,  1S31 — 
Resolved,  That  the  several  Clergymen  in  the  County  be  requested  to   ad- 
dress their  people  on  the  subject  of  African  Colonization,  and  to  take   contri- 
butions in  aid  of  the  objects  of  the  Society,  on  the  Sabbath  preceding  or  fol- 
lowing the  Fourth  of  July. 


REPORT, 


At  the  close  of  a  year  from  the  organization  of  the  Worces- 
ter County  Colonization  Society,  the  Managers  would  present 
a  brief  view  of  its  present  condition  and  some  considerations 
on  the  objects  and  success  of  the  Parent  Society. 

This  Society  as  will  appear  from  the  statement  of  the  Treas- 
urer has  received,  since  its  formation,  the  contributions  of 
sixteen  life  members,  and  of  eighty-two  annual  subscrib- 
ers which,  with  the  collections  made  by  eleven  clergymen 
and  others,  has  enabled  him  to  transmit  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  State  Society  $275,  to  be  forwarded  by  him  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Parent  Society,  By  a  statement  from  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  State  Society  it  appears  that  there  have  been  paid 
directly  to  him  from  this  County  $174  24.  This  sum  with  the 
amount  transmitted  from  our  Treasurer  as  above  stated,  togeth- 
er with  the  expenses  of  the  Society  and  the  balance  on  hand, 
makes  $51.3  92  contributed  by  this  County  towards  the  sup- 
port of  the  objects  of  this  Society. 

Although  the  amount  is  not  so  great  as  is  desirable  in  so 
good  a  cause,  nor  so  great  as,  from  the  wealth  and  charac- 
ter of  the  population  of  our  County,  might  have  been  expect- 
ed, still  it  is  enough  to  shew  that  the  claims  of  the  Society  are 
not  forgotten,  but  remembered  and  to  some  extent  answered ; 
and  it  may  reasonably  be  supposed  that,  as  the  Society  becomes 
better  known  and  its  objects  better  understood,  it  will  be  better 
sustained.  It  is  not  known  that  any  minor  associations,  in  aid 
of  this  Society,  have  been  formed  within  the  County  as  was 
expected  and  desired.  It  is  hoped  that,  at  the  close  of  the  en- 
siling year,  a  statement  may  be  made  shewing  that  the  Society 
is  still  more  in  favor  than  it  appears  now  to  be. 

The  operations  of  the  American  Society  have  been,  it  is  be- 
lieved, as  extensive  as  in  any  previous  year,  and  preparations 
are  making  to  carry  them  still  further.*  The  number  of  emi- 
grants cannot  be  precisely  ascertained.     In  three  vessels  there 

♦Between  August  1831  and  January  15,  1832,  in  six  vessels  521  emigrants 
have  left  the  United  States  for  Liberia. 


have  gone  out  between  eighty  and  ninety.  From  Southamp- 
ton County,  Virijiniii,  two  hundred  and  lorty-live  free  negroes! 
have  made  appUiation  tor  pass^age  in  the  ship  Juincs  Perkins, 
which  lias  been  chartered  to  take  out  a  company  ot"  emigrants, 
and  more  than  three  liundred  are  known  to  be  desirous  to  go 
in  her.  The  board  propose  to  send  another  vessel  about  the 
first  ot'  January  with  100  more;  and  tlicre  are  100  in  the 
Western  States  also  known  to  be  anxious  to  go.  In  fact  the 
objects  of  the  Society,  as  they  are  more  known  at  the  South 
and  West,  are  more  approved,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  very 
general  feeling  that  it  ought  to  be  encouraged.  There  is  no 
doubt  whatever,  that  slaves  will  be  manumitted,  and  free  peo- 
ple of  color  oU'er  themselves  as  fast  as  funds  can  be  provided 
for  their  transportation  and  to  support  them  in  Liberia  till  they 
can  take  care  of  themselves.  The  statements  received  iVom 
the  Colony  are  generally  favorable  to  its  success  and  prosperi- 
ty. Its  history  and  condition  up  to  the  middle  of  the  last 
year,  were  given  with  so  much  minuteness  and  ability  in  the 
report  presented  to  this  Society  by  George  A.  Tufts,  Esq.  that 
it  must  be  entirely  superfluous  now  to  repeat  what  was  tiien  so 
well  said.  The  recent  intelligence,  which  is  as  late  as  the 
31st  of  August  last,  shov.'s  that  the  Colony  is  growing  in  power, 
wealth,  respectability,  moral  worth,  and  in  inilucnce  over  the 
neighboring  native  tribes.  Some  of  these  tribes  are  desirous 
to  sell  large  tracts  of  land  at  a  low  j)rice,  in  consideration  of  the 
benefits  arising  from  civilization  within  their  borders;  and  it  is 
designed  to  some  extent  to  comj)ly  with  their  wishes  and  make 
purchases.  Every  young  Colony  must  encounter  some  evils, 
and  this  is  not  witliout  them.  The  emigrants  have  heretofore 
suffered  from  causes  now  in  a  good  degree  remedied.  Yet 
the  climate  still  j)roduces  disease  to  those  who  are  unaccus- 
tomed to  it,  although  the  proportion  of  deaths  since  there  has 
been  medical  assistance  is  not  greater  than  would  be  expected 
in  any  newly  settled  country.  The  evils  there,  whatever  they 
may  be,  are  certainly  not  greater  than  were  experienced  by 
the  early  settlers  of  our  OMn  country. 

Will  any  one  ask  what  advantages  are  to  be  gained  by  en- 
countering these  evils.'  No  one  will  ask  what  has  been  gained 
for  us,  and  for  tl»e  world,  by  the  sullerings  of  our  forefathers! 
But  we  may  readily  answer  what  is  expected  to  follow  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  colony.  That  slavery  is  an  evil — the  plague- 
spot  of  our  land  is  admitted  by  all.  The  tragedies  which 
have  been  recently  acted  in  Yirginia,  and  the  agitation  which 
has  been  manifested  there  and  elsewhere,  in  consequence, 
shew  that  the  uliilc  population  feel  that  they  stand  upon  a  vol- 
cano. It  is,  indeed,  under  their  feet,  and  they  believe  they 
are  able,  and  we  trust,  they  arc  able,  to  control  its  burnings. 
But  it  is  no  small  thing  to  be  constantly  apprehensive  that 
they  may  have  to  meet  its  rage.     And  when  we  consider  that 


within  the  last  forty  years  the    black  population  in  our  country 
has  increased  from  seven  hundred  thousand  to  two  millions,   it 
must  be  confessed  such  apprehensions  are   not  without  cause. 
Yet,  great  as  the    evil   of  slavery  is,  "  it  is  an  evil  which  can- 
not,   without    producing  evils  greater  than  itself,  be  abolished., 
except  by  deliberate,    cautious  and    gradual  measures."     The 
Colonization    Society,    by  providing  a  place   for  receiving  to 
freedom  and  the  means  of  uscfulnesss,    all    slaves  who  may  be 
manumitted  by  their  masters,  freely  and  voluntarily ,  are  begin- 
ning those  cautious  and   gradual    measures.      They  are  at   the 
same  time,  furnishing  an  asylum  for  those  free  colored  people 
in  our    country,  who    feel  the  burden  of  their  degraded  condi- 
tion here,  and  a  preference  for  that  state  of  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence which  they  may  find  among  those  of  their  own  blood, 
in  the  land  of  tlieir  ancestors.     The    influence  of  the  Colony 
has  also  been   already  felt,  as  far  as  that  influence  extends,   in 
checking  the  slave  trade,    which,    to  the  disgrace  of  civilized 
nations,  is  still  carried  to  an  appalling  extent.     It  seems  to  us 
indeed  almost  incredible,  although   the  fact    is  unquestionable, 
that  the  number  of  slaves  entered  at  the  port  of  Rio  alone,  during 
the  last  ten  years,  has  been  upwards   of  300,000;  the  imports 
having  latterly  risen  from  15  to  between  40  and  50,000  a  year; 
and  this,  be  it   remembered,  is  only  one   of  the    marts,  where 
slaves  are  imported  and  sold.     Then,  there  is  all  that  view  of 
the  subject — extensive  as  the  regions  of  Africa,  and  reaching 
onward  to  the  eternal  duration  of  the  soul,   which    regards  the 
moral  influence  of  the   Colony  upon  the  miserable,  pagan  in- 
habitants of  that  spiritually  darkened    land.     Diflerent  minds 
view  the  same   subject  in  diflerent  lights,    and  to  some   one  is 
stronger   than  to  others.      On   this — some  look  to  our  brethren 
of  the  South,  and  see  the  state  of  apprehension  in  which  they 
live — how  they  lie    down    in   fear   and   wake   in  trembling  lest 
their  servants  should  become  their  masters  and  their  murder- 
ers, and  seeing   that  this    project  aflbrds  a  gradual  and,  if  the 
nation  awake  to  the  importance  of  it,  perhaps  an  effectual  rem- 
edy for  these  fears,  and  at  the  same  time  a  great  increase  of 
happiness  to  those  who  cause  them,   are  most  moved  to  favor 
and  to  exertion,  in  behalf  of  it,  by  this  view.     Others,   again, 
read  the  accounts   of  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage — hor- 
rors, the  bare  recital  of  which  makes  the  heart    sick — and  of 
the  miseries  of  the  thousands  who  are   stolen  from  their  homes 
and  forced  into  slavery  in  foreign  lands  and,  seeing  these  evils 
prevented,  so  far  as  the  power  and  influence  of  the  Colony  of 
Liberia  can  prevent  them,  are  most  moved  by  this  consideration. 
AVhile  others,  still,  ponder  on  the  history  of  Africa,  the  condi- 
tion of  her   people,  and  the  prospect  of  sending,   through  this 
Society,  the  light  of  truth  and  the  blsssings  of  the  true  religion 
to  their  beclouded  minds,  and  are  most  moved  by  these  consid- 
erations.    Either    vieW;  it  might   be   thought,   is  sufficient  to 


move  any  liourt  whoso  pulses  beat  with  love  to  our  kiutl.  But 
the  last  is  the  view  winch  seems  must  cheering,  and  tliey  who 
are  moved  by  it  caimot  be  inditlerent  to  the  others.  If  we 
contrast  the  state  in  which  Africa  now  is,  with  what  she  mi<!chi 
be  with  a  free,  acuhivated,  and  a  christian  popuhition,  the  dif- 
ference will  seem  as  great,  as  between  tiie  green  fields  and 
waving  harvests  of  sununer,  and  the  barrenness  and  desolation 
of  winter,  or  as  between  the  oasis  of  the  desert  and  the  desert 
itbclf. 

Africa  now  is  the  most  ignorant  and  degraded  quarter  of  the 
globe.      But  here,  on   her   western    coast,  is  one  spot  of  liber- 
ty and  light  which  is  throwing  its  rays  every  way,  into  the  sur- 
roui\ding  darkmss,  and,    with    the    blessing    of  heaven,    they 
may  l>e  the  lualing  of  the    luitions.      Here  schools  are   esfab- 
lished  to  instruct  the  mind — here  the  gospel  is  preached  to  re- 
forui  the  heart — and   here    are   all  the   nniltiplied  comforts  and 
blessings  of  civilized  and  christian  life.      To  extend  these  bless- 
ings the  American    Colonization    Society  needs  the   aid  of  all 
their  auxiliaries,  and  of  the  open  hands  of  all  the  benevolent  in 
the  laiid.      They  |)resent    to   us  the  motives   which  have  been 
alluded  to  and  but  alluded  to,  now.      They  call  upon  us  for  aid, 
as  we  value  freedom  for  ourselves,  and  desire  its  extension  to 
the  whole  family  of  man,  as  we  love  the  truth  and  would  spread 
that  truth  which  maketh  free.     If  these  calls  are  not  answered, 
freely,    promptly,    generously,  Africa   may  remain  in  mental 
eclipse,  her  children  be  torn,  as  they  have  been,  from  all  that  is 
now  dear  to  them  and  dragged  through  indescribable  sulFerinffs, 
to  a  slavery  worse  than  death.      Our  brethren,  w  ho  cannot  suffer 
and  ice  not  suffer  with  them,   may  continue  with  their  fears  in- 
creasing as  their  population  increases,  and   we  may  hereafter 
see  things,  in  our  own  land,  on  the  bare  prospccl  of  which,  we 
would  gladly   shut   our  eyes  if  it  would   not    put   us  into  a  fa- 
tal sleep.      If  these  calls  are   answered,  and  the   Society  effi- 
ciently and  generously  sustained,    the   evils  which  exist,  may 
be  corrected,  and  those   we  fear  obviated,  and,  in  the  words  of 
Professor  I'pham — "  It  will  send  into  the  heart  ol'  vVfrica,  the 
languagi'  of  England,   the   freedom  of  America,  and  the  Pro- 
testant Kfligiou;    and  wherever  these  are,  what  blessings,  may 
we  not  expect  to  follow?" 

Shall  not  these  calls  be  answered.' 

\\  ill  not  every  ch-rgynian  in  our  County  present  the  subject 
to  hjs  peopir,  and  ask  them  while  they  celebrate  their  own  free- 
dom and  independence  on  our  joyous  anniversary  of  the  Fourth 
of  July,  to  remember  those  who  are  in  bondage,  and  contrib- 
ute as  they  are  able,  to  extend  to  our  colored  brethren  in  Africa 
the  blessings  we  enjoy.'  This  would  be  to  follow  the  guidance 
of  the  same  spirit  which  animated  our  fathers.  This  would  be 
to  look  our  dangers  in  the  face  and  prepare  a  remedy  for  them. 
Could  thi-i  .-ubject  be  presented  to  our  counfrvmcn  in  the  bold 


relief  in  which  it  appears  to  the  managers  of  this  Society  we 
should  see  the  noble  spectacle  on  the  Fourth  of  next  July,  of 
a  whole  people  lending  each  one  his  aid  to  remove  the  curse 
of  slavery  from  the  land  and  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  the 
slave  trade,  and  to  send  the  gospel  to  the  degenerate  Africans. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  NELSON,  President. 
J.   S.   Butler,    Secretary. 


The  Treasurer  reports  that  he  has  received  during  the  past  year  the 

following  sums,  viz  : 
Of  sixteen  life  members  of  this  Society, 
eighty-two  annual  members, 
three  subscribers  for  the  African  Repository, 
an  individual  in  New  Braintree,   (by  Dr.  Bancroft,) 
collected  in  the  Society  of  Rev.  Mr.  Francis,  Dudley, 

Rev.  Mr.  Abbott,  Worcester, 

Rev.  Mr.  Bardwell,  Holden, 

Rev.  Mr.  Going,  Worcester, 

Rev.  Mr.  Pratt,  Ward, 

R,ev.  Mr.  Searle,  Grafton, 

Rev.  Mr.  Nelson,  Leicester, 

Rev.  Mr.  Green,  Leicester, 

Rev.  Mr.  Fisher,  West  Boylston,  1 

Rev.  Mr.  Converse,  Grafton, 

Rev.  Mr.  Tupper,  Hardwick, 
the  Missionary  Society  and  Baptist  Wendall  Association, 
the  Female  Auxiliary  Society  in  West  Brookfield, 

68 

And  that  he  has  remitted  to  Charles  Tappan,  Esq.,  Agent 

of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  ^100  00 

Paid  to  S.  H.  Colton  &  Co.    for  printing   1000  Copies  of 

the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  this  Society,  25  00 

Paid  Dorr  &  Howland  for  Secretary  and  Treasurer's  Books,  1  00 
Paid  S.  H.  Colton  &  Co.  for  advertising  notice  and  for  100 

newspapers  containing  advertisement,  3  00 

Remitted  to  Isaac  Mansfield,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  State 

Society,  175  00 
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Leaving  a  balance  now  in  the  Treasury  of  $35  68 

CHARLES  G.  PRENTISS,   Treasurer. 


The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing 
year  : 

Rev.  John  Nelson,  President. 

Rev.  J.  Going,  Hon.  J.  G.  Kendall,  Geo.  A.  Tufts,  Esq.,  V.  Presidents. 

Rev.  J.  Clark,  Rev.  J.  S.  C.  Abbott,  Rev.  G.  Allen,  I.  Barton,  P.  Merrick, 
C.  Allen,  A.  D.  Foster,  H.  Stebbins,  Esqs.,  Managers. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Butler,   Secretary. 

C.  G.  Prentiss,  Esq.   Treasurer. 

Hon.  J.  G.  Kendall,  was  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  Parent  Society  e^ 
Washington,  and  Rev.  J.  Going,  G.  A.  Tufts,  Esq.  and  Ira  Barton,  Esq.  del- 
gates  to  the  State  Society. 


Extracts  from    the    Fifteenth  An.nuai.  Report  of  the 
American  Colonization   Society. 

Captain  Abels'   Ldltr. 

Washington,  February  Id,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  Having  just  arrived  in  the  United  States  from  the  Colony  of 
Liberia,  to  wliich  j)lace  I  went  as  master  of  the  Schooner  Margaret  Mercor, 
and  where  I  remained  thirteen  days,  during  which  time  I  was  daily  on  sliore, 
and  carefully  observed  tlie  state  of  alfairs,  and  inijuircd  into  the  condition  of  the 
people,  I  venture  to  state  some  facts  in  regard  to  the  circumstances  and  pros- 
pects of  the  Colony.  On  the  14th  of  December  I  arrived,  and  on  the  15th 
went  on  shore,  and  was  received  in  the  most  polite  and  friendly  manner  by 
the  Governor,  Dr.  Mechlin,  who  introduced  me  to  the  ministers  and  princi- 
pal inhabitants.  All  the  Colonists  appeared  to  be  in  good  health.  All  my 
expectations  in  regard  to  the  aspect  of  things,  the  health,  harmony,  order, 
contentment,  industry,  and  general  prosperity  of  the  settlers,  were  more  than 
realized.  There  are  about  two  hundred  buildings  in  the  town  of  Monrovia, 
extending  along  Cape  Monserado,  not  far  from  a  mile  and  a  quarter.  Most 
of  these  are  good  substantial  houses  and  stores,  (the  first  story  of  many  of 
them  being  of  stone,)  and  some  of  them  handsome,  spacious,  painted,  and 
with  Venitian  blinds.  Nothing  struck  me  as  more  remarkable  than  the  great 
superiority,  in  intelligence,  manners,  conversation,  dress,  and  general  ap- 
pearance in  every  respect,  of  the  people  over  their  colored  brethren  in  Amer- 
ica. So  much  was  I  pleased  with  what  I  saw,  that  1  observed  to  the  people, 
should  I  make  a  true  repoif,  it  would  hardly  be  credited  in  the  United  States. 
Among  all  that  I  conversed  with,  J  did  not  find  a  discontented  person,or  hear 
one  express  a  desire  to  return  to  America.  I  saw  no  intemperance,  nor  did  I 
hear  a  profane  word  uttered  by  any  one.  Being  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  on 
Christmas  day  I  preached  both  in  the  Methodist  and  Baptist  Church,  to  full  and 
attentive  congregations  of  from  three  to  four  hundred  persons  in  each.  I  know 
no  place  where  the  Sabbath  appears  to  be  more  respected  than  in  Monrovia. 
I  was  glad  to  see  that  the  Colonial  Agent  or  Governor  is  a  constant  attendant 
on  Divine  ser\'ice,  and  appears  desirous  of  promoting  the  moral  and  religious 
welfare  of  the  people.  Most  of  the  settlers  appear  to  be  rapidly  acquiring 
property;  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  are  doing  better  for  themselves  and 
their  children  in  Liberia,  than  they  could  do  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
Could  the  free  people  of  color  in  this  country  but  see  the  real  condition  of 
llieir  brethren  who  have  settled  in  Africa,  I  am  persuaded  they  would  require 
no  other  motive  to  induce  them  to  emigrate.  ThLs  is  my  decided  and  delib- 
erate judgment 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  friend  and  servant. 

WILLL\M  ABELS. 

P«  S.  I  have  several  times  dined  with  the  Colonists,  and  I  think  uo  better  ta- 
bles could  be  set  in  any  part  of  the  world.  We  had  every  thing  that  heart  could 
desire,  of  meats,  and  fish,  and  fowls,  and  vegetables,  and  wine,  &c.  &c. 


JSrlracls  from  a  Pamphlcl,  entitled  "  Reflections  on  the  causes 
which  ltd  to  the  formation  of  the  Colonization  Society,  with 
their  ptohabh  results.     By  Matthew  Carey,  Esq. 

Increase  of  the  colored  population. 

South  Carolina  is  tlie  State  which  is  more  particularly  interested  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Colonization  Society  than  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  except 
perhaps  Louisiana — as  these  are  the  only  two  States  in  which  the  slave  popu- 
lation exceeds  the  whites — and  the  increase  of  the  former  has  been  in  a  con- 
siderably greater  ratio  than  that  of  the  whites. 

In  1790,  the  number  of  whites  in  South  Carolina  was         131,181 

the  slaves,  »  .  _  _  107,094 

In  1830,  the  whites,  -  -  _  _  257,878 

the  slaves,  -  _  _  _  315,565 

Thus  it  appears  that  while  the  slaves  nearly  trebled   their  numbers  in  forty 

years  the  whites  were  only  doubled. 

The  relative  situation  of  the  whites  and  the  blacks.  East  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
in  Virginia,  in  1790  and  1830,  as  stated  in  a  memorial  lately  presented  to  the 
legislature  of  that  State,  places  the  subject  in  a  striking  point  of  view.  By 
this  statement,  it  appears  that  the  blacks  have  in  forty  years  gained  on  the 
whites  not  less  than  106,176,  being  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  present  num- 
ber of  whites  in  that  section  of  country!  To  render  this  result  still  more 
appalling,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that,  during  this  period,  the  shipment  of 
slaves  from  that  portion  of  Virginia  to  the  more  Southern  States  had  been  car- 
ried to  an  enormous  extent. 

By  the  census  of  1790,  there  were  whites — 

East  of  the  Blue  Ridge,         -  -  .  -         314,523 

There  were  of  blacks,  _  ^  .  .         289,425 

Majority  of  whites         -  .  _  .  25,09S 

In  1800,  there  were  blacks,        -         -  -  -         339,393 

there  were  whites,      -         -  -  -         336,289 

Majority  of  Blacks,         -         -  -  -  3,104 

In  1810,  there  were  blacks,       -         .  -  .         386,942 

there  were  whites,      -         -  -  -         338,553 

Majority  of  blacks,         -         .  -  -  48,389 

In  1820,  there  were  blacks,       -         -  -  -         413,928 

there  were  whites,       -         -  -  -         348,87.'? 

Majority  of  blacks,  -         -  -  -  65,055 

In  1830,  there  were  blacks,       -         -  .  -         457,013 

there  were  whites,       -         -  -  -         375,935 

Majority  of  blacks,  -         -  -  -  81,078 
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The  following  table  exhibiu  the  iucrcasc  of  tlie  free  colored  peoiHe  in  the 
Uuileil  States,  from  the  year  1790  to  the  present  time  : 

lu  1790,  50,481      -  -  -  -      lu  IS20,  233,530 

ISOO,  110,073     -  -  -  -  l!S30,  319,467 

IblO,  l>?y,465 

The  number  of  slaves. 

In  1790,         697,697     -         -         -         -     lii  1S30,       2,010,527 
Being  a  maltipllcation  almost  three-fold. 

The  disparity  of  increase  of  the  wliite  and  colored  population,  in  the    five 
original  slave  States,  deser\C3  attention. 


1                1790.                1 

1830.                [ 

Whites.  1     Slaves.   | 

Whites. 

Slaves. 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 
iNorlli  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
[Georgia, 

208,649 
442,117 
288,204 
130,181 
52,986 

103,036' 
292.627 
100,572 
107,091 
29,264 

291,093 
694,327 
474.433 
257,878 
296,614 

102.878 
4(i9,724 
246,462 
315,665 
217,470 

I   1,122,137 

633,590 

2,012,457 

1,852,199 

It  thus  appears,  that  the  wliites,  in  40  years,  increased  but  about  seventy- 
nine  per  cent. ;  while  the  slaves  increased  one  hundred  and  twelve.  In  North 
Carolina,  the  whites  increased  but  sixty  four  per  cent. ;  while  the  slaves  in- 
creased one  hundred  and  forty-five.  The  number  of  slaves  in  Maryland  h;is 
decreased,  partly  by  manumi&^ions,  and  partly  by  the  shipment  of  slaves  to 
the  more  Southern  States,  both  of  which  have  taken  place  in  that  State  on  a 
large  scale.  The  free  colored  population  of  that  State,  in  1790,  was  only 
8,042,  whereas,  in  1830,  it  was  52,942.  It  is  important  to  ascertain  the  in- 
crease of  the  colored  population,  generally. 

TTie  total  number  of  colored  people,  free  4'  slaves,  in  the  United  States 
In   1790  was      -._._--  737,178 

ISOO       - 1,006,921 

1810        --..-.-.  1,377,780 

1820 1,771,658 

1830 2,330,039 

It  is  well  worth  serious  consideration,  what  will  probably  be  the  extent  of 
thi-s  populotion,  in  forty  years,  at  the  same  ratio  of  increase  as  took  place  in 
the  last  ten  years. 

In  1840      3,045,504 

1850      -    .    4,111,430 

I860      5,549,435 

1S70      7,491,737 

This  ia  no  fanciful  calculation,  the  sport  [of  a  lively  imagination.  It  is 
grounded  on  the  actual  ratio  of  increase  that  took  place  from  the  census  of 
1820  to  that  of  1830,  viz:  35  per  cent. 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  subject  in  this  point  of  view,  without 
the  most  serious  alarm,  and  a  thorough  conviction  that  it  is  of  paramount  im- 
portance, and  that  there  is  an  imperious  necessity  of  making  an  effort  to  apply 
a  remedy  to  the  dangers  with  which  it  is  pregnant. 


II 

Various  stdtemenU  have  been  given  of  llic  expense  of  the  passage  of  emi- 
grants to  Liberia — 16,  20,  and  26  dollars — 12  or  13  dollars  for  their  mainte- 
nance at  Monrovia  for  a  year — children  from  10  to  12  years  of  age  are  taken 
at  half  price — and  below  two  years,  free  of  charge.  There  has  hitherto  been 
considerable  disadvantage  from  the  size  of  many  of  the  vessels,  and  the  small 
number  of  emigrants  that  went  in  some  of  them.  It  is  believed,  if  the  busi- 
ness were  carried  on,  upon  a  scale  commensurate  with  its  importance,  and  in 
vessels  of  an  improved  construction,  that  the  passage  might  be  reduced  to  15 
dollars  ;  and  that  the  expense  of  maintaining  emigrants  at  Liberia  will  be 
greatly  reduced  by  the  demand  for  labor  in  the  Colony,  by  which  those  who 
are  able  to  work,  may  procure  employment  at  once,  and  thus  support  them- 
selves. I  have  recently  seen  a  statement  by  which  it  appears  that  of  the  whole 
number  of  emigrants  who  arrived  in  one  vessel,  only  seven  were  unemployed 
in  ten  or  twelve  days.  Moreover,  as  the  benefits  of  the  plan  to  the  emigrants 
become  more  generally  known,  it  is  fairly  presumable  that  numbers  of  the 
colored  people,  who  have  means,  will  emigrate  at  their  own  expense  ;  and 
that  many  benevolent  citizens  will,  as  has  already  been  done  in  various  instan- 
ces, defray  the  passage  of  their  slaves.  All  these  circumstances  will  tend  to 
diminish  the  public  burdens.  Taking  these  considerations  into  view,  it  can- 
not be  denied,  that,  to  average  the  whole,  young  and  old,  at  25  dollars,  can- 
not be  far  from  the  truth. 

The  increase  is  about  3  1-2  per  cent,  per  annum.  On  the  present  popula- 
tion it  is  equal  to  about  75  or  80,000,  annually.  If  it  were  intended  to  keep 
this  population  to  its  present  standard,  it  would  require  ^2,000,000  annually. 
But  we  will  confine  ourselves  to  an  emigration  of  50,000,  which  would  require 
$1,200,000  ;  or  even  25,000,  which  would  require  about  $-600,000.  Any 
of  these  emigrations  would  greatly  mitigate  the  public  danger.  The  sums  are 
large,  and  would  require  considerable  sacrifices.  But  was  any  great  object 
ever  attained  without  great  sacrifices  ?  We  were  able,  in  a  comparatively 
feeble  state,  to  raise  ^100,000,000  in  a  year  and  a  half,  for  the  support  of  a 
war,  and  our  revenue  has  for  years  been  from  23  to  27,000,000  of  dollars. — 
The  direct  tax  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  year  1815  was  $730,958, 
and  of  Virginia  ;Jt'738,036,  which  was  paid  without  any  oppression  of  the  citi- 
zens of  either.  And  surely  with  an  overflowing  treasury,  if  reason  and  com- 
mon sense  have  fair  play,  it  would  not  be  very  difficult  to  procure  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution,  if  such  an  amendment  be  necessary,  which  is  much 
doubted  by  many  of  our  citizens,  authorising  the  appropriation  of  a  sum  nec- 
essary for  this  purpose,  to  be  ratified,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  constitu- 
tion, by  three-fourths  of  the  States.  And  never  did  a  nation  appropriate  mon- 
ey for  a  more  valuable  purpose. 

There  are  twelve  non-slave-holding  States.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
these  would  ratify  such  an  amendment  ;  and  from  the  prevalence  of  the  con- 
viction in  IMaryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  of  the  dangers  that  men- 
ace the  coimtrv  from  this  source,    their  innnediate  concurrence  might  be  cal- 
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rulalcil  on,  ami  llii-  consciii  of  ono  more  woulJ  probahly  be  had  in  a  year  or 
two,  as  the  subject  canie  to  bu  more  fully  ilLjCussed,  and  of  consequence  bet- 
ter understood. 


Manumissiotis. 

Among  tlie  most  promising  and  encouraging  circumstances  attending  the 
career  of  this  Society,  are  the  numerous  manumissions  that  have  taUen  place 
in  almost  all  the  slave  States,  with  the  express  condition  of  the  freed  men  be- 
ing sent  to  Liberia. 

These  manumissions  have  occurred  on  a  scale  that  the  most  sanguine  friends 
of  the  scheme  could  not  have  anticipated.  Entire  families  have  been  blest 
with  their  freedom,  from  the  most  pure  motives,  a  conviction  of  the  injustice 
and  immorality  of  slavery — and  in  many  cases,  ample  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  expense  of  their  passage,  and  in  some  for  their  support  in  Libe- 
ria. They  have  been  thus  released  from  the  debasement  and  degradation  of 
slavery,  and  sent  to  the  land  of  their  fathers,  to  partake  of  all  the  happiness 
that  freedom  and  the  certainty  of  enjoying  all  the  fruits  of  their  labor,  can 
inspire. 

Thirteen  slave  owners  have  manumitted  386  slaves  on  condition  that  they 
emigrate  to  Liberia. 

The  late  Wm.  IL  Fitzhugh  bequeathed  their  freedom  to  all  his  slaves,  after  a 
certain  fixed  period,  and  ordered  that  their  expenses  should  be  paid  to  whatso- 
ever place  they  should  think  proper  to  go.  And,  "  as  an  encouragement  to 
them  to  emigrate  to  the  American  Colony  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  where," 
adds  the  will,  "  I  believe  their  happiness  will  bo  more  permanently  secured,  I 
desire  not  only  that  the  expenses  of  their  emigration  be  paid,  but  that  the  sum  of 
fifty  dollars  shall  be  paid  to  each  one  so  emigrating  on  his  or  her  arrival  in  Af- 
rica." 

In  this,  I  had  almost  said  Divine  work  of  benevolence,  the  Society  of 
Friends,  as  in  many  other  cases,  have  nobly  distinguished  themselves,  and  as- 
sumed a  prominent  attitude.  They  have  in  North  Carolina,  liberated  no  less 
than  652  slaves  whom  they  had  under  their  care,  besides,  as  says  my  authori- 
ty, an  unknown  number  of  children,  husbands  and  wives,  that  were  connect- 
ed with  them  by  consanguinity.  In  the  performance  of  these  acts  of  benevo- 
lence, they  oxpended  SI 2,769.  They  had  remaining  under  their  care  in  De- 
cember 1830,  402  slaves,  for  whom  the  same  arrangements  were  to  be 
made. — .African  Repository/,  Dec.  1830,  pa^e  319. 

It  holds  out  every  encouragement  to  the  Colonization  Society,  that  the  appli- 
cations for  the  transportation  of  free  negroes,  and  slaves  proposed  to  be  emanci- 
pated on  condition  of  removal  to  Liberia,  far  exceed  its  iijeans.  There  are  in 
North  Carolina  and  the  adjacent  States,  from  three  to  four  thousand  of  both  de- 
scriptions, ready  to  embark,  were  the  Society  in  a  situation  to  send  them  away. 
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